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MY WORTHY PATRON, 
Sir FOHN BERNARD, Bart. 


THIS DISCOURSE 
18 


MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED, 
With all Gratitude, 


By His 
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Obliged, 


Obedient, 


and very humble Servant, 


CHARLES DICKENS. 
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Jon ü. 1 2, 13. 


Therefore alſo now, faith the Lord, turn ye 
even to me with all your heart, and with 

faſting, and with weeping, and with 
mourning : And rend your heart, and not 
your garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God; for he is gracious, and merci- 
ful, fow to anger, and of great kindneſs, 
and repenteth him of the evil. 


N the chapter, from whence the text is 
taken, you will find the prophet Foe! 


ſhewing unto Sion the terribleneſs of God's 
judgements; that he exhorteth to repentance, 


preſcribeth a * aſt, and ** a bleſs- 
ing. 
But tho th th time of his prophecies 


be uncertain; tho' chronologers may be at a 
loſs 


(6) 


lok to fix them; thefe are points of no 
moment to you: pray God foretold by his 
prophet would undoubtedly come to paſs ; 
they contain at all times an uſeful leſſon; 
tho we may not be intereſted in the event; 
we moſt certainly are in the moral of them. 
Thus, the words before us are a proper and 
pathetic enforcement of the great and ne- 
ceſſary duty of Repentance; ; they exhort 
you to zurn unto the Lord your God, with all 
your heart, Wi rb faſting, with weepingy with 
mourning ; aſſuring you, hat he is gracious, 
merciful, flow to anger, % great kindneſs 
and repenteth him of the evil, © 
Conſidering therefore that the meaſure of 
our iniquities is full, every ſort of wickedneſs 
daily encreaſing; when we have already felt # 
the ſmart of national calamities, and the Di- 4 
vine anger {till ſeemeth to threaten us; —_— - 1 
we not to give good heed to the admonition 
of the prophet? If we have any regard for | 
be a ua love for our e theſe ö 
motives lead us to a ſincere Repentance; 5 


Aſſembled as we are, to deprecate God's 
: wrath 


(72) 
wrath againſt us, to lament our paſt follies, 
and extravagances, vain thoughts, idle words, 


and unſeemly wicked actions: if we would 
have our petitions anſwered, our deſires ſa- 


tisfied; they muſt be real, earneſt, ſincere; 


otherwiſe our portion will be with hypo- 
crites, and our prayers turned into ſin. For 
though it be true, in general, that all affec- 
tation of external gravity of deportment; of a 


rigid auſterity of behaviour; that ſolemnity 


of Repentance; are but the outward ſhew, 
the mere form of godlineſs, of no good uſe, 
or profit, unattended with an inner change 
of mind: Vet there certainly are ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, or occaſions, where this duty 
muſt paſs beyond the heart, and the cloſet; 


where the humiliation will become imper- 


fect, if it be not as publickly ſet forth be- 


fore all men, as it is in private, or ſhould 


be, ſincerely performed in the ſight of God. 


But if there are ſuch circumſtances, 


ſurely, the ſolemnity of zbis Day, both with 


regard to the importance of the conjuncture, 


and the critical ſituation of things at pre- 


ſent, 


(8) 


ſent, is one of theſe occaſions: This is plainly 


the ſenſe of the Nation by thus calling us 
together. 


To the end, therefate, that you may. all 


perform the duty of this day aright, to the 


glory of God, and for the good of your own 


ſouls; I muſt entreat you to give me your 
attention a little longer: Though the 


publick marks of ſorrow and humiliation 


ſhould appear in a publick repentance, yet 
we are by no means to ſtop there; theſe 
appearances ſhould not be too ſoon caſt off; 
they ſhould produce laſting impreſſions; the 


outward ſign, become an inward Spiritual | 


grace; and ſhew its influence on your future 
lives, and converſations; ſtill preſſing for- 
ward towards the prize of the high calling 


of God, in Chrift Fefus; tor if we faint, we 


ſhall not reap. 


This is the only way, to make theſe ſea- 


ſons turn to our true advantage; to make the 

Prophet's bleſſing become our portion; ſince 
if this is done, he aſſureth us, hat the Lord 
| avill be jealous for bis land, and pity bis peo- 


ple: 


8 
3 


(9) 


ple: For let our ſorrow for fin be ever fo ſin- 
cere, our reſolutions thereupon ever ſo firm; 
yet if inſtead of making good theſe holy 
purpoſes, theſe pious reſolutions, we fail to 
produce works meet for repentance, it will 
ſtill be incomplete; and an houſe of this 
building falleth. 

If therefore we would have this work of pi- 
ety not prove in vain; if we would have our 
Faſt ſuch as the Lord hath choſen, wherein 
he hath promiſed to hear from heaven, and, 
when he heareth, to forgive; we ſhould not 
only comply with' the outward ceremonies 
of repentance, but reſolve to bring forth the 
inward fruits of his holy ſpirit; and not on- 
ly reſolve, but really perform it. When we 
addreſs ourſelves to him for pardon, we 
ſhould alſo take heed to diſpoſe our hearts in 
ſuch a manner, that we may have fit diſpo- 
ſitions to receive it; otherwiſe, our prayers 
will not be heard, nor our petitions anſwer- 
ed: But if we thus improve this Day's So- 
lemnity, we ſhall not fail to meet with a 
favourable acceptance at the throne of grace, 

B from 


( 10) 
em that God, who is deſervedly ſtyled in 
the Text, I merciful, and flow 10 
anger. 
Such a repentance as this hath many 
motives to encourage us to it; if we conſi- 
der the mercy, the goodneſs of God to ſin- 
ners, his unwillingneſs to pronounce any 
judgements upon them, if they will repent, 
or turn unto him: When we conſider this, ; 
can any of us be backward in performing * 
this Duty? The Scriptures are remarkably i 
expreſs, and full, in declaring this great 
truth, in aſſuring us of his acceptance of re- 
penting ſinners: When the wicked man turn- 
eth away from his wickedneſs that he hath 
committed, and doth that which is lawful and 
right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive: If we con- 
feſs our fins, Be is faithful and juſt to forgive 
us our fins, to cleanſe us from all unrighteou/- 
eſs, What more forceable encouragement 
therefore can any of us defire, than the ex- 
preſs promiſes of God to forgive us, upon 
our return; to aſſiſt us with his Grace, and 
holy * 
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It were endleſs to tell you the inte 
ways, the wonderful methods of God's pro- 
vidence, to convince us of his mercy, his 
loving-kindneſs to us; ſometimes declaring 


his readineſs to pardon; at others, expoſtu- 


lating with our obſtinacy : Come now, and let 
us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: though your 
fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; 
though they be red like crimſon, they —_ be 
as wool. 
If he exhorteth to repentance, it is u pon 
a promiſe of forgiveneſs; if he threateneth 
judgements, it is with a reſerve of mercy; 
upon our belief, fear, and turning unto 
him, He repenteth of the evil; He will not 
a 
Theſe indeed, and ſuch like, are argu- 
ments only to your reaſon and conſcience; 
they therefore carry with them, perhaps, 
leſs force or conviction: Upon which ac- 
count, I ſhall now endeavour to ſpeak to 
your ſenſe, and experience; to ſhew — not 
indeed from the Iſraelites in Canaan, or the 
Jews in Pale Pine; but from inſtances nearer 
B2 to 


(12) 
to our own breaſts ; from our own times, and 


in our own country; the. mercy, the good- 
neſs of God, his providence, his "_—_ kind- 


| neſs to us. 


Thus to begin with eulen — thocwich- 
ſtanding we have all of us, more than once, 
abuſed his goodneſs, yet he ſtill continues to 
ſtretch out the arms of his mercy, would be 


reconciled unto us, if we would now, in this 


our day, conſider he things that belong 40 
our peace. 

That he hath delivered this country from 
danger, in which, but for his providence 
over it, the people of England muſt long 
ſince have periſhed, or have been given 
up an eaſy prey to their enemies round a- 
bout them: That he hath often ſmitten us 
too in mercy, not in judgement; to correct 
and admoniſh, not to ruin or deſtroy; and 
upon our deprecating of his anger, hath 


heard, and anſwered our petitions: — To 


ſhew this, we need only conſult the Hiſtory 
of the preſent Age, and that which immedi- 


* preceded it; In thoſe, the inſtances, 


which 


(3) 
which we ourſelves have ſeen, or our Fa- 
thers have told us, will never 6 7 be 
forgotten by us. 

The people af this land have long taſted 
how gracious the Lord is; how unwilling 
to make a total end of them; how Bis mer- 
cy endureth for ever: The difpentuicns of 
his providence in this Iſland have been truly 
wonderful, in protecting and ſupporting the 
FzzEDOM, Laws, and REiicion of our 
Country. 
Thus it e in our Hiſtory, that it 
pleaſed the ALmicnTy, in his indignation at 
our vices and impieties, to let looſe amongſt 
us the rage of civil diſcord; to bid the 
| Sword go through the land; and to deprive 

the PRO LR of their lawful SovertIGN, who 
were inſenſible of the bleſſings of his mild 
and merciful diſpoſition, his' wiſdom and 
piety: It pleaſed the Aumcnrty, to bereave 
the Prince of his crown and life, for en- 
croaching too far upon the liberties of the 
PeorLE; and to involve the nation in anarchy 


and confuſion. : 
But 


1 is (14) 

| TED But after God had thus proved and vi- 
ſited us, for a long continuance; with what 
a miracle was he ſeen afterwards, to turn 
again the calamities of 810M, and reſtore to 

1 85 it the bleſſing of Peace! 

When we had forgot theſe wonders which 
he had wrought for us, as the Iſraelites of 
old had done; and ſtill went on to cor- 
rupt our ways before him; when in a few 
years after, we became ripe for more ſig- 
nal Severities ; — the DESTROYING, ANGEL 
went forth, and few thouſands and tem thou- 

 fands in our frets. Nay, ſcarcely had this 
Pl AUE devoured us, and conſumed the 
chief of all our ſtrength ; as our hearts, 
like Pharaoh's, were ſtill hardened; there 
broke forth a waſteful and deſtructive 
FIRE, which deſolated and deftroyed the 
Carrral of the Kingdom: And had not 
the ſame gracious Goodneſs interpoſed, we 
ſhould have been 2518 * as n or like 


unto > Gomorrab. 


When 


. 

When our religious rights, and liberties, 
were in the extremeſt danger, from the bi- 
co raſhneſs of a Monaxcn blinded with 

cal; how wonderfully were we protected 
by the removal of that evil! our church 
preſerved; our liberty ſecured; by a new 
DEeLI1vERER, raiſed up to vorn! 

Laſtly, When our reſtleſs and ambitious 
enemies have twice endeayoured to deprive 
us of all our enjoyments and poſſeſſions ; 
That their deſigns were defeated, their at- 
tempts fruſtrated, is to be aſcribed to the 
ſame divine Providence: Nor can we with 
any gratitude omit our late amazing pre- 
ſervation, in that dreadful Car amy, which 
was fo fatal in other Countries, and fo little 
felt in our own. 


Let not any of us, therefore, be afraid, 
under our preſent Calamities ; but hope 
rather, and comfort ourſelves, that they 
may be profitable to us. If He, who is 
the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, 
ſaved our Forefathers; we truſt alſo, that 

He 


(x6) 

He will have mercy upon Ws, and . 
ut. 

As we : defire alſo not to feel any 8 
or more ſevere chaſtiſement, than we labour 
under at preſent, from either our avowed, 
or our ſecret Enemies; and from various 
other, either impending or home: felt cala- 
mities; and would have every ſore evil be done 
away, or removed from us; — let us now 
inſtantly, not only reſolve to grow better in 4 
our lives and converſations, but from this 
moment, break off our fins, by righteouſneſs, 
and our iniquities, by foewing mercy to 2 
Poox. 


But this I think, has been already begun 

in almoſt every pariſh in the Kingdom; we 

daily hear of the goodneſs of ſeveral well- 
diſpoſed Chriſtians to their brethren in diſ- 

tres. For the relief of the Neceſſitous of 

this County eſpecially, there is a Susscg1e- 

TION entered into, which reflects Honour 
| on its promoters and encouragers, proving 
their hearts, to be neither hardened, nor their 


faces ſet againſt the Poo. 


May 


[1 
= 
4 
i 
1 x 
N x 
= 
_ 
414 
1 4 
* : 
4 
{ 
t 1 
+4 
i 
9 
9 
\ 
1 
1 
3 
* RB 
1 i} +4 
11 
* 
{IF 
174 
* 
1 
12 
1 
I + 
iy 
1 
j 
- 
i 
1 
13; 
s 
bf | 
1 
24 
+3 
12s 
1 

1 

141 

Tx 

* 

N 4 

1 

* 
1 
1 - 
j 
j 
. 
1 
by * 
' : 

i 3+ 

np ' 

1 

4 

j | 

1 

1 : 

1 

14 

i 1 

bl * 

| ' 

þ T1 

' £4 

. 

* BJ 

457% 

74 

+36 

«ot 

[8 4 

'$:4 

4 

1 14 

+ Wb; 

Br N 

ts © 

} [1 

. 

F 
* 1B 

M4 

1 

' by 5 
3 
1 
1 14 
9 
. 
N 
'T] 

: 6 

1 
4 ot 

$ | 
© We 

* js 

7 « 

2 . 
. 4 
1 
710 1 
1 
N 
"oF! 
ti 12 
1 
= + 

o * E 
ns 
1 
1 

{ 
we i! 
us 
q! 
wt | 
. | 
. 
we | 
1 
9 
$1 
3 4 
4 
ES 
Pp I 
_ . 

1 | 

- 

l th 
1 F 
[i 

1 
$5 

is} 


— 


8 2 — 
— — — ů — 
5 D ry > 


- : — 


2 
— A nf 


(17) 


May it- continue to increaſe, and abound 
among us, and, like its parent Charity, ne- 
ver fail! For by ſuch means, we ſhew the 
greateſt Prudence, and thus effectually make 
_ unto ourſelves Friends, of the mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs: And if we have ſown boun- 
tifully, we ſhall reap alſo bountifully; and 
the Lord will deliver us, in the time of 
trouble. 5 

Now, if we look back again upon our- 
ſelves in a more extenſive view, connected 
with all our Brethren ; — What elſe, but 
Works of this ſort, have hitherto faved us, 
or delayed our Ruin ? What beſides; hath 
ſtopped the wrath of God from falling too 
heavily upon us? or his ſore Judgements, 
which we have often felt, and do ſtill feel, 
from deſtroying us utterly? They indeed, 
we muſt with ſorrow and ſhame confeſs to 
be juſtly due to our Wickedneſs, and Im- 
moralities; to the manifold Sins of this 
Nation: But we may ſtill truſt, whatever 
Viſitations it feeleth at preſent, or may here- 
after ſuffer, that they are the kind Correc- 

C tions 


618) 


tions of a merciful, indulgent Father; ſent 
on purpoſe, for our Amendment; that we 


may be cleanſed from our Sins; that [ niguity 


be not our ruin. 

How far ſuch gracious deſigns of Provi- 
dence, have been hitherto, properly anſwer- 
ed by us, God alone knoweth; but it is evi- 
dent to every one, that we are ſtill moſt 
flagrantly wicked ; and there is none that 
doth good; no, not one. Where then is 
Boaſting ? or what grounds have we. for 
pride or preſumption? If we have any of us 
endeavoured to do Good, or have done it; 
though the little we have done may be mat- 
ter of Joy zo us, yet it 1s no juſt cauſe of 
glorying before God; in whoſe Sight no 
man living can be juſtified. Far be it there- 
fore from any of us, to boaſt by oftenta- 
tiouſly doing our Alms before. Men, that 
they may ſee our good works; but rather, as 
we are commanded, let us do all, 20 the 
Glory of God; whoſe Fellow-workers we 
are in every charitable undertaking towards 


all men; eſpecially towards them of the 
Houſe- 


(19) 
Houſehold of Faith : By ſuch a practice, if 
we do not bring down every bleſſing upon 
us, we ſhall yet uſe the beſt means to pre- 
vent future evils, complying virtually with 
the ProeusT's exhortation, in turning to 
the Lord our God, with all our Heart, if 
haply He may become jealous for his Land, 
and pity his PeoPLE, 
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